Conejito, The Chicken-Chasing Queen, and other memorable 
characters from recent multicultural children’s books


Booktalked Titles
Ain’t Nothing But a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry  by Scott Reynolds Nelson, with Marc Aronson.  National Geographic, 2008.  Ages 9-12.
Archer’s Quest  by Linda Sue Park.  Clarion, 2006.  Ages 9-12.

Bearwalker  by Joseph Bruchac.  HarperCollins, 2007.  Ages 9-12.

Bird Springs  by Carolyn Marsden.  Viking, 2007.  Ages 9-12.

Brendan Buckley’s Universe and Everything In It  by Sundee T. Frazier.  Delacorte, 2007.  Ages 9-12.

Chess Rumble  by G. Neri.  Illustrated by Jesse Joshua Watson.  Lee & Low, 2007.  Ages 10-14.

The Chicken-Chasing Queen of Lamar County  by Janice Harrington.  Illustrated by Shelly Jackson.  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007.  Ages 5-8.  
Conejito:  A Folktale from Panama  by Margaret Read MacDonald.  Illustrated by Geraldo Valerio.  August House, 2006.  Ages 5-8.
Crossing the Wire  by Will Hobbs.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Ages 9-12.
Feathers  by Jacqueline Woodson.  G. P. Putnam, 2007.  Ages 4-8.

Henry’s Freedom Box  by Ellen Levine.  Illustrated by Kadir Nelson.  Scholastic, 2007.  Ages 6-9.

Home of the Brave  by Katherine Applegate.  Fiewel & Friends, 2007.  Ages 9-12.

Martina the Beautiful Cockroach:  A Cuban Folktale  by Carmen Agra Deedy. Illustrated by Michael Austin.  Peachtree, 2007.  Ages 5-8.

Miss Crandall’s School for Young Ladies and Little Misses of Color  by Elizabeth Alexander and Marilyn Nelson.  Illustrated by Floyd Cooper.  Wordsong, 2007.  Ages 10-14.

Ruby Lu, Empress of Everything  by Lenore Look.  Illustrated by Anne Wilsdorf.   Atheneum, 2006.  Ages 7-10. 

Secret of the Dance  by Andrea Spalding and Alfred Scow.  Illustrated by Darlene Gait.  Orca, 2006.  Ages 8-12.
We Are the Ship  by Kadir Nelson.  Jump at the Sun, 2008.  Grades 4-8.

Where the Steps Were  by Andrea Cheng.  Wordsong, 2008.  Ages 8-12.

The Year of the Rat  by Grace Lin.  Little Brown, 2007.  Ages 9-12.
Other Titles Mentioned
Big Jabe  by Jerdine Nolen.  Illustrated by Kadir Nelson.  Lothrop, Lee & Shepherd, 2000.

The Dragon’s Child:  A Story of Angel Island.  by Laurence Yep.  HarperCollins, 2008.
The Forbidden Schoolhouse:  The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her Students  by Suzanne Jurmain.  Houghton Mifflin, 2005.

Freedom School, Yes!  by Amy Littlesugar.  Illustrated by Floyd Cooper.  Philomel, 2001.

If A Tree Falls at Lunch Period  by Gennifer Choldenko.  Harcourt, 2007.
Indian Shoes  by Cynthia Leitich Smith.  HarperCollins, 2002. 

John Henry  by Julius Lester.  Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney.  Dial, 1994.
Louis Sockalexis:  Native American Baseball Pioneer  by Bill Wise.  Illustrated by Bill Farnsworth.  Lee & Low, 2007.  

Many Thousand Gone  by Virginia Hamilton.  Knopf, 1993.

Moses:  When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom  by Carole Weatherford.  Illustrated by Kadir Nelson.  Hyperion, 2006.

Night Running:  How James Escaped with the Help of His Faithful Dog.  by Elisa Carbone.  Knopf, 2008.  

The People Could Fly:  The Picture Book  by Virginia Hamilton.  Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon.  Knopf, 2004.
Potlatch:  A Tsimshian Celebration  by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith. Holiday House, 1997.
Remember:  The Journey to School Integration  by Toni Morrison.  HM, 2004.  

The Road to Paris  by Nikki Grimes.  Putnam, 2006.
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry  by Mildred Taylor.  Dial, 1976.

Satchell Paige:  Striking Out Jim Crow  by Jim Sturm.  Illustrated by Rich Tumasso.  Jump at the Sun, 2007. 

Show Way  by Jacqueline Woodson.  Illustrated by Hudson Talbott.  Putnam, 2005.
Sixteen Years in Sixteen Seconds  by Paula Yoo.  Lee & Low, 2005.

Skeleton Man  by Joseph Bruchac.  HarperCollins, 2001.  

Tales Our Abuelitas Told:  A Hispanic Folktale Collection  by F. Isabel Campoy.  Illustrated by Alma Flor Ada & Felipe Davalos.  Atheneum, 2006.  

Through My Eyes  by Ruby Bridges.  Scholastic, 1999.
The Dragon’s Child:  A Story of Angel Island  by Laurence Yep.  HarperCollins, 2008.  
Year of the Dog  by Grace Lin.  Little Brown, 2006.
Resources for Award Winning Books
American Indian Youth Literature Award

http://aila.library.sd.gov/News/2008youthlit/index.htm 

A new award from the American Indian Library Association, “created as a way to identify and honor the very best writing and illustrations by and about American Indians.”

Americas Award

http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/CLACS/aa/pastwinners.html
Winners and commended titles for this award given in recognition of books for children and young adults “that authentically and engagingly portray Latin America, the Caribbean, or Latinos in the United States.”
Asian Pacific American Award for Literature (APAAL)

http://www.apalaweb.org/awards/awards.htm
Awarded since 2001 to books for adults, young adults, and children that “promote Asian/Pacific Americans culture and their heritage, based on literary and artistic merit.”

Carter G. Woodson Book Award

http://www.socialstudies.org/awards/woodson/
National Council for the Social Studies presents the Carter G. Woodson Book Awards “for the most distinguished social science books appropriate for young readers that depict ethnicity in the U.S.”
CCBC’s 50 Multicultural Books Every Child Should Know 

http://www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/books/detailListBooks.asp?idBookLists=42
An excellent core list of titles, grouped by age level. 

Coretta Scott King Award

http://www.ala.org/ala/emiert/corettascottkingbookaward/corettascott.cfm
A list of winners and honor books for the award “given to African American authors and illustrators for outstanding inspirational and educational contributions” by the American Library Association.

Notable Books for a Global Society
http://www.csulb.edu/org/childrens-lit/proj/nbgs/intro-nbgs.html
25 notable books are selected annually by the International Reading Association as “a guide to multicultural literature for all of those seeking excellent selections for readers ranging from kindergarten through high school.”

Pura Belpre Award

http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/literaryawds/belpremedal/belprmedal.cfm
Awarded by the American Library Association every two years “to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an outstanding work of literature for children and youth.”

Skipping Stones Honor Award

http://www.skippingstones.org/honors_98.htm
Skipping Stones, a multicultural magazine for kids, recognizes exceptional multicultural books each year.  

Tomas Rivera Mexican American Children’s Literature Award

http://www.education.txstate.edu/subpages/tomasrivera
The Texas State University College of Education presents this award “to honor authors and illustrators who create literature that depicts the Mexican American experience.” 
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